
 

 
Inspire • Empower • Excel 

 

Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

 

 
April 3, 2020 
 
Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 
 
Over the last week, I have witnessed tremendous resiliency displayed by our students, caregivers, 
parents, and staff as we navigate this global health crisis. Students and teachers are connecting, 
reinforcing positive relationships, and engaging in meaningful communication. While we are not able to 
replicate the daily interaction of a traditional classroom, we are adapting to this new remote learning 
environment. 
 
This week, I am sharing with you answers to questions we have as a school division. Please 
remember this information is continually evolving as Virginia Governor Ralph Northam and the Virginia 
Department of Education provide updates. 
 

Q - What is the Continuity of Learning Plan? 
         A - Stafford County Public Schools (SCPS) developed a remote teaching and learning plan 
that ends on the last day of the 2019-2020 school year, May 29, 2020. Teachers and division staff are 
working with families to provide a variety of continuity of learning activities that are accessible to all 
families.  
 
The new remote learning involves facilitation of concepts and topics that build on and connect to our 
curriculum frameworks and essential standards. SCPS has focused on the Five C’s: Communication, 
Collaboration, Creativity, Critical thinking, and Citizenship, in accordance with the VDOE Profile of a 
Graduate, while providing an additional focus on physical, mental, and social-emotional wellness. 
 
At all grade levels, teachers are preparing new remote learning activities. This may include unit plans 
and/or tasks with variations in time frame; some may take multiple days while others span weeks. Our 
goal is to ensure students have meaningful, authentic tasks that facilitate deeper learning. Some 
teachers may conduct remote learning using Google classroom, teachers will provide support and 
feedback to students.  
 
Special educators and 504 plan managers, to include related services staff, psychologists, social 
workers, etc. will work collaboratively with their building level general education teams to ensure 
students are provided with appropriate and reasonable modifications and supports while participating 
in at-home remote learning activities. If families have any questions, they should follow up with their 
child's case manager or building level designee.   
 

Q - Will new learning take place? 
         A - Teachers are designing and delivering new learning experiences that support continued 
growth for all students. The new remote learning opportunities incorporate strengthening students’ 
collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, citizenship, and communication abilities and applying them to 
standards and skills introduced as of March 12, 2020. An example of this may include applying 
previously-taught standards to new situations, such as in high school using map, chart, and graphic 
analysis to COVID-19 news coverage. Teachers are continually updating these non-graded learning 
experiences through May 29, 2020, when the school year ends.   
 
The content and skills embedded in the standards of learning that were not taught in our classrooms 
as of March 12, 2020 are considered “new content learning.” This new content learning will be 
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delivered in specific phases that are under design and discussion with administrators and teachers. 
The school division continually receives guidance from the state on how teaching and learning should 
occur during the COVID-19 school closures. SCPS is honoring and celebrating learning that is taking 
place, without assigning a grade.  
 

Q - What is the timeline for instruction? 
A - At the elementary and middle grade levels, teachers are preparing new remote learning 

activities, including alternate methods for accessibility, available on April 6, 2020. These activities are 
located on the SCPS website. Teachers will work with families to provide alternate formats for digital 
resources if necessary. Considerations for equity, quality, and consistency across SCPS schools is a 
paramount priority (e.g. students with 504 and Individualized Education Programs (IEP), English 
Learners, and students who do not have access to remote digital learning).   
 
Students will continue to receive communication from their teachers with an expectation that remote 
learning is fully implemented on April 14, 2020. Students will need to confirm their preferred mode for 
receiving remote learning activities. The following guidelines address specific circumstances: 

• Students can begin using SCPS remote learning activities, or any activity their teacher has 
provided, to reinforce previous learning. 

• Summer School 2020 and new content instruction will be included in students’ classes 
beginning in the fall of 2020-2021, dependent upon further guidance provided by Governor 
Northam. 

• Seniors can expect to receive communication from a teacher, counselor, and/or high school 
administrator. 

• Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Enrollment (DE), and Virtual Virginia (VVA) high school 
students can expect to have received communication from their teachers about specific 
options available to them for those specific courses. 

• Seniors who need to demonstrate mastery in a course required for 2019-2020 high school 
graduation will be contacted by a high school staff member. 

 
Q - Can students improve their grades? 
A - Students enrolled in high school and middle school credit-bearing courses will have the 

opportunity to improve their third quarter (X/Y, year-long) or second quarter (4x4 spring) grade. 
Specific information on how students may improve their grade is available on the division website. 
  
I will honor the school board approved vacation days on Friday, April 10, and Monday, April 13, 2020. 
This is an opportunity to rest and recuperate for our families, teachers, and staff. As such, our Grab 
and Go meal distribution schedule is adjusted. Meal deliveries will not take place on Friday, April 10, or 
Monday, April 13, 2020.  Instead, we will provide service next week on Monday, April 6, and 
Wednesday April 8, 2020. The following week meals are available on Tuesday, April 14, Wednesday, 
April 15, and Friday, April 17, 2020.   
 
The SCPS virtual door remains open. Please continue to reach out to your teachers and principals 
through email, they are happy to hear from you.  I will provide you with more updates on Thursday, 
April 9, 2020. Stay safe and stay well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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